Studying the Book of Nehemiah

Why study the Book of Nehemiah? The Book of Nehemiah describes the role of Nehemiah as a faithful leader
who can be compared to Joshua, guiding the returned exiles to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and re-dedicate
their lives to God. Nehemiah was a man of prayer, wholly devoted to God and was committed to having God’s
people obey His covenants and worship Him in faith and truth.

The Book of Nehemiah was likely written mostly by Ezra, with the assistance of Nehemiah and completed by a
later writer or editor. It covers the years 445 to 425 BC and is the last written record of the OT before what is
known as the 400 years of silence by God between the OT and the beginning of the NT. The Hebrew Bible
combines Ezra and Nehemiah into one book as these writings give an account of the ‘re-conquest” of the
promised land by the returning exiles who looked forward to a renewed relationship with God.

Basic Outline of Nehemiah

The Land of God Remembered: 1:1-2:20
The Walls of Jerusalem Rebuilt: 3:1-6:19
The People of God Renewed: 7:1-13:31

Themes of Nehemiah: (1) Being faithful to God’s word and to prayer; (2) Being committed to rebuilding the
walls of Jerusalem; (3) Trusting God to overcome opposition to achieve His purposes.

Brief Summary of Nehemiah.

The Book of Nehemiah opens with Nehemiah, who was a cupbearer to King Artaxerxes of Persia, hearing of the
dreadful conditions of the city of Jerusalem. Nehemiah prayed to God, confessing the sins of the Israelites and
seeking God’s direction regarding the city of Jerusalem. Nehemiah, after more prayer, asked king Artaxerxes if
he (Nehemiah) could go to Jerusalem to rebuild it. Artaxerxes granted his request and Nehemiah along with
many others travelled to Jerusalem and soon began the task of rebuilding the walls of the city. Amidst much
opposition, the walls of the city were rebuilt.

Nehemiah who was governor in the land of Judah, also dealt with the oppression of the poor Jewish families by
rich Jews who had taken away their land and enslaved their families, due to the exacting of impossibly high
rates of interest on loans given to these poor people. Under Nehemiah’s direction and admonition, the poor had
their land returned to them along with the monies their rich oppressors had exacted from them. Nehemiah also
had to deal with recurring opposition and plots against him by the enemies of the Jews.

Following the completion of the walls of Jerusalem, chapters 1-7, the leaders of the returned exiles, Ezra,
Nehemiah and the Levites gave instruction to the people regarding living in accordance with the word of God.
The Feast of Booths was celebrated, and the people confessed their sins and dedicated their lives to God. The
walls of Jerusalem were dedicated to God and people were appointed to various roles in ministry to God. The
final chapter of Nehemiah describes the situation of the people and the priesthood during the days when
Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem for a second term as governor. Nehemiah had to put things back in their
rightful order as many had neglected the word and worship of God.

Some see a direct comparison with Nehemiah and Joshua. Refer to the introduction to Nehemiah, in the Moody
Bible Commentary, Moody Publishers. 2014.

Verses to memorize from the Book of Nehemiah, (ESV).
1:4 As soon as | heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I continued fasting and
praying before the God of heaven.

1:11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who
delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man.



8:10 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has
nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.

13:14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds that I have done for the
house of my God and for his service.

Resources for studying the book of Nehemiah.

See the article on how to study the Bible for suggestions on the method of Bible study and recommended
resources to obtain. Suggested commentaries and studies are listed below for a more extensive study. Some are
available on-line in a pdf format.

One Hour — One Book
Scroll down to video on Nehemiah.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCSrCINWS5eUWOQMyVw_2VgW_w
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