
Study of Psalm 96 

Worship in the Splendor of Holiness 

 

1-3: THE GRACE OF GOD  (salvation is His grace to us) 

1 Oh sing to the LORD a new song; 

        sing to the LORD, all the earth! 

2     Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 

       tell of his salvation from day to day. 

3    Declare his glory among the nations, 

                   his marvelous works among all the peoples! 

 

4-6: THE GREATNESS OF GOD 

4 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

    he is to be feared above all gods. 

5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 

    but the LORD made the heavens. 

6 Splendor and majesty are before him; 

    strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

 

7-9: THE GLORY OF GOD 

7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 

8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

    bring an offering and come into his courts! 

9 Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness, 

    tremble before him, all the earth! 

 

10-13: THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD 

10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns! 

    Yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved; 

    he will judge the peoples with equity.” 

11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; 

    let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

12     let the field exult, and everything in it! 

Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy               

13 before the LORD,  

     for he comes, 

    for he comes to judge the earth. 

                He will judge the world in righteousness, 

                          and the peoples in his faithfulness. 

 

1 Chronicles 16:23-33 

23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth! 

    Tell of his salvation from day to day. 

24 Declare his glory among the nations, 

    his marvelous works among all the peoples! 

25 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

    and he is to be feared above all gods. 

26 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, 

    but the LORD made the heavens. 

27 Splendor and majesty are before him; 

    strength and joy are in his place. 

 

28 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 

    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! 

 

29 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 

    bring an offering and come before him! 

Worship the LORD in the splendor of holiness; 

30     tremble before him, all the earth; 

    yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. 

31 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice, 

  and let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!” 

32 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

    let the field exult, and everything in it! 

33 Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy 

    before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 

 

Setting for Psalm 96 – David brings the ark into a tent he 

had prepared for it in Jerusalem. 1 Chronicles 15-16. 

Note that just after this, in chapter 17 God makes a 

covenant with David for an everlasting house and 

kingdom and his lineage to rule on David’s throne forever. 

 

Application for Israel in David’s time – Israel as a 

kingdom of Priests was to declare God’s glory and 

marvellous works to the nations so that they would come 

to faith in God and praise His glorious name. 

 

Future application of Psalm 96 – Praise for the rule of 

the Messiah in His coming Kingdom. 

 

                  Relationship of Psalms 96-99 

Psalm 96 Psalm 97 Psalm 98 Psalm 99 

a new song The LORD 

reigns 

a new song The LORD 

reigns 

Earth called 

to praise the 

LORD 

Thanksgiving 

to the LORD 

Sea and 

world called 

to praise the 

LORD 

Exaltation of 

the LORD 

The LORD’s 

coming to 

judge the 

world 

Zion The LORD’s 

coming to 

judge the 

world 

Zion 

 holy name  holy hill 

Chart from Wm. Barrick: Psalm 96. 

 

Notes for Psalm 96: 

Vs. 1 -sing: see repetition in vss. 1-2 and comparative 

commands to tell and declare in vss. 1-3. Compare 

with Psalm 95:1-2. 
-a new song:  mentioned also in Psalm 33:3; 40:3; 98:1; 

144:9; 149:1 – compare with Rev. 5:9-10. 

-all the earth: Psalm 96 begins and ends with reference to 

the earth and is stated throughout the entire Psalm. 

 

Vs. 2-3 -things to sing, to tell, to declare: 

-bless his name: (praise His reputation and glory) 

Exodus 9:16; Psalm 31:3; 106:8; 145:21; Isaiah 48:11; 

66:19; Matthew 6:9; Romans 1:4-5. 

 

 



Vs. 2 -tell of his salvation: (yešû‘â, yeshuw’ah)  

(redemption provided by God). 1st mention: Gen. 49:18. In 

the O.T. yešû‘â  can mean both physical and spiritual 

salvation. Spiritual sense of salvation: Ps. 67:2; Isa. 

12:2-3; (John 4:10, 14; 7:37-38); Isaiah 51:8; 52:7. 

     Abraham counted righteous by faith: Gen. 15:6 

     Righteous shall live by faith: Habakkuk 2:4 

     A Redeemer: Job 19:25-26; Isa. 44:21-24 

     A Saviour: Isa. 42:1-9; 49:6; 53:4-6 

     Sins forgiven: Psalm 25:18; 32:1; Isaiah 1:18; 43:25; 

                                                                 Jeremiah 31:34. 

Vs. 3-declare his glory: Psalm 57:5, 11; 72:19; Isa. 6:3  

-(declare) his marvelous works: (wonderful, surpassing 

greatness) In O.T. this often refers to God’s saving Israel 

through the separated waters of the Red Sea Ex. 15:1-21; 

Psalm 106:6-12; Isa. 51:10 

 

Vs. 4 – He is to be feared: (from notes on Ps. 67) 

Deut. 10:12-13a; Psalm 40:3; Ecclesiastes 3:14; 12:13. 

Deuteronomy 8:6 “So you shall keep the commandments 

of the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by 

fearing him.” Lessons from Deuteronomy 8:6: 

     (1) Keep God’s Commandments.   

     (2) Walk in God’s ways. 

     (3) Fear God. (Fear: dread, afraid, reverence). 

 

Vs. 5-all the gods of the people are (worthless) idols. 

idols: ‘elilim (a vocal contrast with ‘elohim God).  Idols 

can be translated as “worthless,” “nothings” or in the 

Greek Septuagint “demons.” 

 

Vs. 6:  Four Attributes of God: 

-splendor: (beauty, excellence, glory) Ps. 104:1 

-majesty: (honour, glory, excellence) Ps. 29:4 

-strength: (power, might, security) Ps. 21:13 

-beauty: (glorious, brave, beautiful) 1 Chron. 29:11-glory 

See 1 Chron. 29:10-13 

 

Vs. 7-9 10:  activities of worship 

(ascribe: to bring, to give) See Psalm 29:1-2 

Ascribe to the LORD                               (who we ascribe) 

Ascribe to the LORD (glory and strength)              (what) 

Ascribe to the LORD (the glory due his name)        (why) 

Bring an offering 

Come into his courts   

Worship the LORD (in the splendor of holiness) 

Tremble before him (all the earth) Ps. 99:1. 

Say among the nations (the LORD reigns): Israel’s mission 

 

Note: “splendor of holiness” is the worshipper’s sanctified 

attitude (to be “clothed” in righteousness). Ps. 29:2. 

 

Vs. 10: the LORD reigns – the central theme of Ps. 96. 

See Ps. 47:8; 93:1; 97:1; 99:1. 

 

Vs. 10 -the world is established: 

A statement that God is in control of the earth. Also a 

reference to the Messianic kingdom: Isaiah 2:2-4; Micah 

4:1-5; Psalm 2. 

 

Vs. 10 -He will judge the peoples with equity: Psalm 9:8; 

67:4; 75:2; 98:9; Isaiah 11:4. 

 

Vs. 11 -let the heavens be glad, let the earth rejoice: 
Israel: Ps. 14:7; 53:6 Nations: 1 Chron. 16:31; Psalm 67:4; 97:1. 

 

Vs. 12 -Nature sings for joy: Psalm 69:34; 98:8-9; Isaiah 

55:12. Compare Romans 8:19-22 

 

Vs. 11-12: the great crescendo of praise: 

be glad > rejoice > roar > exult > sing 

 

Vs. 13 -the coming of the LORD: 

He comes to judge the earth: 

-in righteousness (ṣeḏeq) Psalm 72:1-2 

-In his faithfulness (’emûnâ) Psalm 89:1-5.  

 

Psalm 98 
1 Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm 

    have worked salvation for him. 

2 The LORD has made known his salvation; he has revealed his 

righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

3 He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

    to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen  

the salvation of our God. 

4 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

    break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

5 Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

    with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

    make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

    the world and those who dwell in it! 

8 Let the rivers clap their hands; 

    let the hills sing for joy together 

9 before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

    and the peoples with equity. 

 

Meaning of Psalm 96 

The Psalm proclaims the ancient truths that the LORD is 

the creator, the king, and the coming judge, and at his 

coming there will be righteousness on the earth. 

Therefore, his greatness, displayed in his saving power, 

should be praised in all the earth. And the call for the 

nations to praise the LORD is essentially a call for them to 

come to faith.  

Allen P. Ross, A Commentary on the Psalms, Vol. 3, page 134. 

 

 


