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Psalm 86: God who Abounds in Steadfast Love 

A Prayer of David. 

1-7 PETITION FOR GOD’S PRESERVATION 

1 Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, 

    for I am poor and needy. 

2 Preserve my life, for I am godly; 

    save your servant,  who trusts in you—you are my God. 

3 Be gracious to me, O Lord, 

    for to you do I cry all the day. 

4 Gladden the soul of your servant,  

    for to you, O Lord, do I lift up my soul. 

5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving,  

    abounding in steadfast love to all who call upon you. 

6 Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my plea for grace. 

7 In the day of my trouble I call upon you, for you answer me. 

 

8-13 PRAISE FOR GOD’S PROMINENCE 

8 There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, 

    nor are there any works like yours. 

9 All the nations you have made shall come 

    and worship before you, O Lord, 

    and shall glorify your name. 

10 For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are 

God. 

11 Teach me your way, O LORD, that I may walk in your truth; 

    unite my heart to fear your name. 

12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart, 

    and I will glorify your name forever. 

13 For great is your steadfast love toward me; 

    you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol. 

 

14-17 PLEA FOR GOD’S PROTECTION 

14 O God, insolent men have risen up against me; 

    a band of ruthless men seeks my life, 

    and they do not set you before them. 

15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and 

faithfulness. 

16 Turn to me and be gracious to me; 

    give your strength to your servant, 

    and save the son of your maidservant. 

17 Show me a sign of your favor, 

    that those who hate me may see and be put to shame 

    because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me. 

 
Exodus 34:5-7 
5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, 

and proclaimed the name of the LORD. 6 The LORD passed 

before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD a God 

merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for 

thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who 

will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 

fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third 

and the fourth generation. 

 

Note: “steadfast love” (ESV). “mercy” (KJV, NKJV). 

“love” (NIV, NLT). “lovingkindness” (NASB). 

1. Literary Structure:  Chiasm 

A Introductory Plea for Help 1-4 

   B God’s love when facing times of trouble 5-7 

       C Praise 8-10 

           D Prayer for Guidance and Help 11 

       C1 Praise 12-13 

    B1 God’s love when facing ruthless enemies 14-15 

A1 Concluding Plea for God to be Gracious 16-17 
(Adapted from David A. Dorsey, Literary Structure of the OT) 

 

2. Basis for David’s confidence in God: Covenants 

God’s steadfast love: vs, 5, 13, 15 

Specific covenants: Abrahamic, Mosaic and Davidic 

Promises of these covenants: 

Abrahamic: Gen. 12:1-3 land, seed, blessing  

                     God’s steadfast love implied 

 

Mosaic; Exodus 19:5-6 God’s treasured possession 

              Exodus 20:6 “showing steadfast love” 

 

Davidic: 2 Samuel 7:1-17 A king, a land, a throne 

               2 Samuel 7:15 God’s steadfast love 

 

3. Psalm 86 although a prayer centers on God 

Names for God: 

LORD (YHWH): (covenant God) 1, 6, 11, 17 

Lord (Adonai): (Sovereign Ruler) 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 12, 15 

God (Elohim): (Creator, all powerful) 2, 10, 12, 14, 15 

Combined names: Lord / God (Adonay / Elohim) 12, 15 

 

4.  Fifteen Attributes of God (Praise) 

1 “good” vs. 5. Psalm 78:1; Rom. 8:28; 2 Thess. 1:11 

 

2 “forgiving” vs. 5. Psalm 99:8; Ephesians 4:32 

 

3 “abounding in steadfast love” Ex. 34:6; Neh. 9:17; Joel 

2:13 

 

4 “none like God” vs.8, 10.  2 Sam. 7:22; Isaiah 46:9 

 

5 “no works, like God’s” vs. 8.  Deut. 3:24; Psalm 77:14 

 

6 “Creator of nations” vs. 9. Deut. 26:19; Isaiah 40:28; 

43:7 

 

7 “great” vs. 10. Nehemiah 1:5; 9:32; Ps. 48:1; 70:4; Titus 

2:13 

 

8 “does wondrous things” vs. 10. Ps. 40:5; 72:18; Isa. 25:1 
 

9 “deliverer from Shoel” vs. 13. Hosea 13:4 – 1 Cor. 

15:54-56 
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Attributes of God….continued 

 

10 “merciful” vs.15. Ex. 34:6; Deut. 4:31; Psalm 116:5 

 

11 “gracious” vs. 15. Neh. 9:17, 31; Ps. 116:5; Isa. 30:18 

 

12 “slow to anger” vs. 15.Ps. 103:8; 145:8; Nahum 1:3 

 

13 “abounding in faithfulness” vs. 15. Ps. 25:10; Lam. 

3:23 

 

14 “a helper” vs. 17. Deut. 33:26-29; Ps. 46:1, 5; Isa. 

41:10, 13 

 

15 “a comforter” vs. 17. 2 Cor. 1:3-4; 2 Thess. 2:16-17 

       Holy Spirit (KJV): John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7 

       ESV: “Helper” (advocate, counselor) 

 

5. Notes for various verses 

Vs. 1. incline your ear to bend down, bow, to hear 

Psalm 32:2; Isaiah 37:17; Daniel 9:18 

 

Vs. 1. poor and needy (afflicted).  

Other Psalms of David:  35:10; 37:14; 40:17; 109:22 

 

Vs. 2 preserve (šâmar) to build a hedge around, to 

protect. Psalm 16:1; 97:10 

 

Vs. 2.  godly (ḥâsîyḏ) holy, godly, a saint: belonging to 

God (compare with word servant in vs. 2) 

 

Vs. 2. servant (‘eḇeḏ) occurs 800 x in the O.T. bondman, 

slave, worshipper, belonging to God. Occurs in vs.2, 4, 17 

Refers to the Messiah: Isaiah 42:1; 49:3, 5, 6, 7; 50:10; 

52:13; 53:11. 

 

Vs. 3 gracious (ḥânan) to bend in kindness, mercy, favour 

See attribute # 11 above. 

 

Vs. 4 lift up my soul to present one’s innermost need to 

God in prayer. A cry to God from the heart. Soul (nep̱eš) 

inner being, living being, place of emotions, passions. 

Psalm 6:3; 35:3 (soul), Psalm 6:4; 35:4 (life) 

 

Vs. 5. Forgiving: (salâḥ) “ready to forgive” only occurs 

in this verse in the O.T. 

 

Vs. 5. Steadfast love vs. 5, 13, 15 (ḥeseḏ)  kindness, 

mercy, loving, God’s covenant love to His people. 

First mention: Genesis 19:19. Explained in Exodus 34:5-7.  

(See notes for steadfast love on page 1). 

 

 

Vs. 8 gods (elohim), spirit beings.  

-gods and divine council). Ps. 82:1.    

-sons of God Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:4-7.  

-assembly of heaven 1 Kings 22:13-28.   

-watchers Daniel 4:13-17. 

-princes of nations Daniel 10:12-13, 20. 

-authorities Eph. 6:12; Col. 1:16; 2:15. 

-Satan and his angels Revelation 12:7-9. 

 

Vs. 9 all the nations you have made shall come and 

worship before you. Ps. 66:4; Zech. 14:16-19; Rev.15:4 

 

Vs. 11 Central verse of Psalm 86 

-teach me your way – Ps. 25:4-5; 27:11; 119:26-27, 33 

-Unite my heart -undivided, completely loyal  

God’s work: Jeremiah 24:7; 32:39. Ezekiel 11:19-20  

Our work: James 4:8. 

-to fear your name. 

Deuteronomy 28:58; Psalm 102:15; Revelation 11:18. 

 

Vs. 13 you have delivered my soul from the depths of 

Sheol. David states a future promise from God. 

Sheol: place of the dead, a pit, the grave, hades. 

Ps. 6:5; Ps. 139:8; Hosea 13:14 (1 Cor. 15:55). 

 

Vs. 14. insolent (zêḏ) arrogant, presumptuous, proud. 

Those who willfully sin. 

Psalm 119:21, 51, 69, 78, 85, 122. Isaiah 13:11. Mal. 4:1. 

 

Prayer Points 

I am poor and needy: totally dependent on God (vs.1) 

Preserve my life, save your servant (vs. 2) 

Be gracious to me (vs. 3) 

Gladden the soul of your servant – I lift up my soul (vs.4) 

Listen to my plea for grace (vs.6) 

I call upon you in the day of my trouble (vs. 7) 

Unite my heart to fear your name (vs. 11) 

Insolent men are against me – seeking my life (vs. 14) 

Be gracious to me (vs. 16) 

Give your strength to me (vs. 16) 

Save me - the son of your maidservant (vs. 16) 

Show me the sign of your favor (vs. 17) 

Let those who hate me see (your favor) be put to shame 

(vs. 17) 

 

Praise Points See above under attributes of God. 

 

Applying Psalm 86 

We need God’s grace to have a right relationship with Him 

Our God can and will answer our prayers 

Total submission to God is the foundation of true hope 
 

(Application from Wm. Barrick: Psalm 86 – God of Grace) 

 


