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Psalm 67: A Prayer of the Missionary and Evangelist for the Glad Harvest of the Gospel

To the choirmaster: with stringed instruments. A Psalm. A
Song.

1 May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us, Selah

2 that your way may be known on earth,
your saving power among all nations.

3 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!

4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth. Selah
5 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!

6 The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, shall bless us.

7 God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear him!

MAIN TEACHING OF PSALM 67
God blesses His People so that His Name will be praised
by all Peoples.

1. PRAYER FOR GOD’S BLESSING ON HIS
PEOPLE Vs. 1

Cited from: Numbers 6:24-26

24 The Lord bless you and keep you, 25 the Lord make his
face to shine upon you and be gracious to you, 26 the
Lord lift up his countenance (face) upon you and give you
peace.

May God:
a. Be Gracious to us
-to show favour to us, to be merciful to us.

God’s grace shown:

-Family (gift of children): Genesis 33:5

-Safety (spared from destruction) 2 Kings 13:22-23, Psalm
57:1

-Relief (from distress) Psalm 4:1; 6:2; 25:16

-Forgiveness (from sins) Psalm 51:1

-Teaching (God’s law) Psalm 119:29

-Justice (responds favorably) Isaiah 30:18-19; Psalm
146:7

-Food (to those who hunger) Psalm 146:7

God’s Grace of Salvation: Romans 5:8-11; Ephesians
1:3-6; Ephesians 2:5-8

(vs 1): b. May God bless us

-to give us prosperity (Psalm 115:12-15)

-to be good to us: “And we know that for those who love
God all things work together for good, for those

who are called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28
- He gives to us which adds to our physical and spiritual
needs

-we bless God by (1) worshipping Him in truth: John
4:23-24; (2) by praising His Hoy Name: Psalm 145:21.
-When we bless God, we acknowledge that He is the
great creator and giver. He has no need of anything Acts
17:24-25. God cannot be improved!

c. Cause His face to shine upon us

-The shining result of God’s presence:

(1) In our countenance: Ex. 34:29-35.

(2) In restoring and saving us: Psalm 44:3; 80:3, 7, 19
(3) Through His Son: The shining of God’s glory in the
face of Jesus Christ: 2 Corinthians 4:4-6.

d. Give us peace (Numbers 6:26) “The LORD lift up his
countenance upon you and give you peace.”

A prayer that the LORD would turn His face towards us
favorably resulting in His peace upon us.

-the peace of God that came through the substitutionary
death of Christ: Isaiah 53:5

-the peace that came into the world at Christ’s birth: Luke
2:14

-the peace that Jesus Christ gives us: John 14:27

Selah (Amen! A pause to consider or meditate)

2. PRAYER FOR GOD’S SAVING POWER ON ALL
PEOPLES Vs. 2

Verse 2 begins with “that” (so that) — Blessings of God on
His people have the purpose of God’s blessings on all the
earth.

Basis of Psalm 67: Abrahamic Covenant: Gen 12:1-3,
15:18-21; 17:1-21.

So that:

a. God’s way to be known on the earth

Psalm 77:13-14 “Your way O God is holy. What god is
great like our God? Your are the God who works wonders,
you have made known your might among the peoples.”

Isaiah 2:3 (Millennial Kingdom): “that He may teach us
His ways and that we may walk in His paths.”
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God’s way to be known on the earth (continued from pg.1)
Isaiah 48:17 “I am the LORD your God...who leads you in
the way you should go.”

John 14:6 “Jesus said to him, I am the way, truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Revelation 15:3-4 “And they sing the song of Moses, the
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying,

Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the
Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the
nations! 4 Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify your
name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and
worship you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.”

b. God’s saving power (may be known) among all
nations.

-For Israel: Psalm 96:1-3

-For us today: We have been blessed so we can bring the
Gospel to the nations. Matt. 28:19-20.

3. PRAYER FOR ALL PEOPLES TO PRAISE GOD
(vss. 3 and 5)
The refrain or chorus to this Psalm
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!

5 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!

Psalm 9:11: “Sing praises to the Lord, who sits enthroned
in Zion! Tell among the peoples his deeds!”

Psalm 45:17: “I will cause your name to be remembered in
all generations, therefore nations will praise you forever
and ever.”

See Also Psalm 57:9; Psalm 117:1 cited in Romans 15:11.

Fulfilled in heaven: Revelation 5:9-10 and 7:9-10.

4. PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS TO BE GLAD AND
SING FOR JOY (vs. 4)

Gladness and Joy — Worship: The Goal of missions and
evangelism. See Psalm 96:11 and 97:1.

- the result of God’s saving power (vs. 2)

- the result of God’s righteous judgment (with equity) (vs.
4)

- the result of God’s guidance (governance) (vs. 4)

5. PROOF OF GOD’S BLESSING (vs :6a)
-a possible reference to the songs sung during the feast of
Tabernacles.

Vs.6a: The earth has yielded its increase

-Song of Praise for the annual physical harvest (Leviticus
26:4 — based upon obedience to God’s word)

-Song of Praise for the spiritual harvest (Matthew 9:35-39;
Luke 10:2; John 4:35)

-Song for a harvest of righteousness (2 Corinthians 9:10;
James 3:18)

6. PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S BLESSING
(vs. 6b-7a) God shall bless us (repeated on next line)

7. PRAYER FOR ALL NATIONS TO FEAR GOD
(vs.7b)
a. Another goal of missions and evangelism
-Salvation of all peoples leads to “fearing God.”
(Psalm 40:3; Ecclesiastes 3:14)
-Deuteronomy 8:6 “So you shall keep the commandments
of the Lord your God by walking in his ways and by
fearing him.”
Lessons from Deuteronomy 8:6:

(1) Keep God’s Commandments.

(2) Walk in God’s ways.

(3) Fear God. (Fear: dread, afraid, reverence).

Ecclesiastes 12:13: “The end of the matter, all has been
heard. Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is
the whole duty of man.”

Deuteronomy 10:12-13a “And now, Israel, what does the
Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your
God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and
to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD.”

Application of Psalm 67 by Dr. John Piper

Let the Nations be Glad! (Baker Books, 1993)

“Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. Worship
is. Missions exists because worship doesn’t. Worship is
ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man.
When this age is over, and the countless millions of the
redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God,
missions will be no more. It is a temporary necessity. But
worship abides forever.....The goal of missions is the
gladness of the peoples in the greatness of God.” (Psalm
97:1; 67:3-4) . (Page 11)

“All of history is moving toward one great goal, the white-
hot worship of God and his Son among all the peoples of
the earth...Missions is the overflow of our delight in God
because missions is the overflow of God’s delight in being
God. And the deepest reason why worship is the goal of
missions is that worship is God’s goal.....If it is God’s
goal it must be our goal.” (page 15)




