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Psalm 2 

 

PSALM 2  (ESV) 

The Reign of the LORD’s Anointed 

1 Why do the nations rage 

    and the peoples plot in vain? 

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, 

    and the rulers take counsel together, 

    against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 

3 “Let us burst their bonds apart 

    and cast away their cords from us.” 

 

4 He who sits in the heavens laughs; 

    the Lord holds them in derision. 

5 Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 

    and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

6 “As for me, I have set my King 

    on Zion, my holy hill.” 

 

7 I will tell of the decree: 

The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; 

    today I have begotten you. 

8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your 

heritage, 

    and the ends of the earth your possession. 

9 You shall break them with a rod of iron 

    and dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.” 

 

10 Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

    be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

11 Serve the Lord with fear, 

    and rejoice with trembling. 

12 Kiss the Son, 

    lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 

    for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 

The Son of God: 

The Son who is God: John 1:1 

The Son who is Glory: John 17:1; 2 Corinthians 4:4 

The Son who is Given:  Isaiah 9:6 

The Son who is Glorious: Matthew 17:1-8 

The Son who is Great:  Titus 2:13; Hebrews 4:14; 13:20 

The Son who is Gracious: Romans 8:32 

 

The Son who Ruptures: Genesis 3:15 

The Son who Resides: Isaiah 7:14; Matt. 1:23 

The Son who Redeems: John 3:16; Acts 4:12 

The Son who Ransoms: Matthew 20:28; Revelation 5:9 

The Son who Reconciles: 2 Corinthians 5:18; Eph. 2:16 

The Son who Reserves : John 14:1-6 

The Son who Returns: Zechariah Ch. 14; Matthew 24:30 

The Son who Rescues: Zechariah 14:1-9; Micah 2:12-13 

The Son who Restores: Isaiah 49:6; Zechariah 14:10-21 

The Son who Reigns: Psalm 2:6-12; Isaiah 9:6-7; Daniel  

                                    7:13-14; Revelation 20:1-6. 

The Son who Receives: Revelation 5:9-10 

 

The Servant of God: 

The Servant who Brings Justice:     Isaiah 42:1-9 

The Servant who Brings Salvation: Isaiah 49:1-13 

The Servant who is Obedient:       Isaiah 50:4-11 

The Servant who Suffers:     Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

 

 

QUESTIONS:  

1. How Does the rebellion of the nations in verses 1-3  

    apply to the state of our world today? 

2. How can you serve the Lord with fear and rejoice  

with trembling (verse 11)? 

3. How does the message of Psalm 2 apply to you? 

 

 

2:1-3 THE PEOPLES PLOT 

2:1 The Nations Provocation (Rage) 

Revelation 11:17-18 We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your 

great power and begun to reign. 18 The nations raged, but your wrath came, and the time for the dead to be 

judged, and for rewarding your servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name both small and 

great, and for destroying the destroyers of the earth. 

 

2:2 The Nations Purpose 

Psalm 31:13 For I hear the whispering of many - terror on every side! as they scheme together against me, as 

they plot to take my life. 

 

2:3 The Nations Plan (How they will carry out their purpose) 

Application in the New Testament: Acts 4:23-28.  (Final application: Revelation 20:7-10) 
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2:4-6 THE ALMIGHTY ANSWERS 

2:4 God’s Response 

Psalm 59:8 But you, O Lord, laugh at them; you hold all the nations in derision. 

Psalm 37:13 but the Lord laughs at the wicked, for he sees that his day is coming. 

 

2:5 God’s Rancor (wrath) 

Revelation 6:15-17 Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the 

powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 16 

calling to the mountains and rocks, fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and 

from the wrath of the Lamb, 17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand? 

 

2:6 God’s Resolution  

Psalm 110:1-2 The Lord says to my Lord: Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool. 

2 The Lord sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst of your enemies! 

 

2:7-9 THE DIVINE DECREE 

2:7 The Son’s Position 

Psalm 89:23-28 I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him. 24 My faithfulness and 

my steadfast love shall be with him, and in my name shall his horn be exalted. 25 I will set his hand on the sea 

and his right hand on the rivers. 26 He shall cry to me, You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my 

salvation. 27 And I will make him the firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. 28 My steadfast love I will 

keep for him forever, and my covenant will stand firm for him. 

 

2:8 The Son’s Possession 

Psalm 72:8 May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth! 

 

2:9 The Son’s Punishment (upon the nations - the Son will rule with a rod of iron) 

Revelation 19:11-16 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called 

Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his 

head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 13 He is clothed in a robe 

dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed 

in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a sharp sword with 

which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the 

fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and 

Lord of lords. 

 

2:10-12 THE PSALMIST’S PLEA 

2:10 Respect for God’s Summons 

Nehemiah 9:34 Our kings, our princes, our priests, and our fathers have not kept your law or paid attention to 

your commandments and your warnings that you gave them. 

 

2:11 Rejoice in God’s Service 

Deuteronomy 13:4 You shall walk after the Lord your God and fear him and keep his commandments and obey 

his voice, and you shall serve him and hold fast to him. 

Psalm 96:9 Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth! 

 

2:12 Refuge in God’s Son 

Psalm 34:8 Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him! 

Psalm 84:12 O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you! 


