
Study of Psalm 15 

 

Psalm 15 A Psalm of David. 

1 O Lord, who shall sojourn in your tent? 

    Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 

 

2 He who walks blamelessly and does what is right 

    and speaks truth in his heart; 

3 who does not slander with his tongue 

    and does no evil to his neighbor, 

    nor takes up a reproach against his friend; 

4 in whose eyes a vile person is despised, 

    but who honors those who fear the Lord; 

who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 

5 who does not put out his money at interest 

    and does not take a bribe against the innocent. 

 

He who does these things shall never be moved. 

 

Outline: 

 

1. QUESTION  (PSALM 15:1) 

1 a. Who shall live in your tent? 

-reference to “tabernacle” 

Its Pattern 

Its Purpose 

 

1b. Who shall dwell on your holy hill? 

The Glory of Mount Zion 

 

2. RESPONSE  (PSALM 15:2-5a) 

Ten Commandments of entering into God’s Presence 

 

3. RESULT  (PSALM 15:5b) 

A Solid Standing with God 

 

Psalm 15 connects with Psalm 1 (the way of the righteous) and Psalm 2 (God’s holy hill). 

 

Contrast: The Unrighteous Life: Romans 1:18-32     Compare: The Righteous Life 2 Peter 1:3-11 

 

Psalm 15:1a: Who shall live in your tent? (reference to the tabernacle (sanctuary) of God.) 

(1) Its Pattern:  Exodus 25:8-9 

-God gave Moses the pattern for the tabernacle from the heavenly true tabernacle: Hebrews 8:2, 5 

-the ark of the covenant was placed inside the tabernacle and God’s presence was there “between the two cherubim above 

the mercy seat of the ark: Exodus 25:21-22. 

 

(2) Its Purpose 

1.  In the Old Testament 

-a place of God’s presence. Exod. 25:9 “a sanctuary, that I may dwell in their midst.” 

One of the great feasts of Israel was the Feast of Tabernacles. Three feasts required all males to attend: Feast of 

Unleavened Bread (Passover), Feast of Weeks (Pentecost), Feast of Tabernacles (Presence). Deuteronomy 16:16. 

In the Millennial Kingdom, only one feast will be celebrated: Feast of Tabernacles: Zechariah 14:16-19. This feast 

celebrates God’s great purpose for His people: His presence (God with us).   

-a place of meeting with God: Exodus 29:42 “where I will meet with you, to speak with you there.” 

-a place of worship  

(i) daily ministry of the priests Exodus 29:44, Exodus chapter 30 

(ii) annual atonement for sins: day of atonement: Leviticus chapter 16 

 

2.  In the New Testament  

-applied to God’s Presence: (Idea: Immanuel – God with us – Matthew 1:23).  

Revelation 21:3 “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, Behold, the dwelling place of God is with  man. He 

will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.” 

 

-The tabernacle was built within a Covenant Relationship God established with His chosen people. 

 

-God’s divine purpose statement in His covenant with His people: Exodus 6:7 (first mention) 

Jeremiah 24:7 I will give them a heart to know that I am the Lord, and they shall be my people and I will be their 

God, for they shall return to me with their whole heart.  (referring to the New Covenant). 

New Testament: 2 Corinthians 6:16; Hebrews 8:10; Revelation 21:3 

 

 



Psalm 15: Page 2 

 

Psalm 15: 1b. Who shall dwell on your holy hill?  

-Reference to Mount Zion (Mount Moriah): Genesis 22:2; 2 Chronicles 3:1 

-Reference to the holiness of Mount Zion: Psalm 2:6; 43:3-4; 48:1-2; Zechariah 8:3 

-God loves and is “jealous” for Zion: Psalm 87:2; 132:13;   Zechariah 1:14; 8:2 

-God’s future purpose for Zion:  Isaiah 2:1-5; 4:2-6; Joel 3:17; Micah 4:1-7 

 

2. RESPONSE 15:2-5A:   

Ten Commandments of entering into God’s Presence 

 

1. Walks blamelessly 2.a “blameless” (complete, perfect, without defect). Psalm 1:1-3; 7:8; Matthew 5:48 

2.  Acts righteously 2.b “right” (justice, righteousness). Psalm 18:20, 24; 23:3; 119:121 

3.  Speaks truthfully 2.c “truth” (established, faithful, assured, reliable, dependable). Psalm 51:6 

4.  Talks honestly 3.a “does not slander” (false, malicious, to damage someone’s reputation) 2 Sam.19:27 

5.  Deals fairly 3.b “does no evil” (bad, distress, adverse, affliction) Isaiah 56:1-2 

6.  Responds correctly 3.c “reproach” (taunt, scorn, disgrace) Psalm 74:22 (the foolish scoff at you) 

7.  Discerns justly 4.a “despises” (hold in contempt) the vile person. And honors those who fear the Lord.  

     Genesis 25:34 (Esau); Proverbs 14:2; Malachi 2:9. 

8.  Commits steadfastly 4.b “swears” (keeps his oath): adjure, to charge; to seven oneself, i.e. swear (as if by   

    repeating a declaration seven times): Psalm 24:4 

9.  Loans freely 5.a “lends money (to a brother) without interest” “usury”  Lev. 25:35-37, compare Deuteronomy 23:20. 

10. Lives faultlessly 5.b  “takes no bribe against the innocent”  must protect the innocent by not accepting a  bribe from  

 the wealthy to pervert true justice. Micah 3:1-4, 11 

  

3. RESULT 15:5B 

A solid standing with God 

“He who does these things shall never be moved.” (does not: fall, shake, slide, slip, totter) 

-like a tree, Psalm 1:3; shall not be shaken, Psalm 16:6. See also Psalm 55:22; 112:6; 2 Peter 1:3-11.  

 

Who is the One who righteous enough to enter into God’s presence? -Only the Son, Jesus Christ. 

Hebrews 4:15 “For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in 

every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” 

-So how can we have any hope of being in the presence of God?  It is a “both-and” Issue (Both God and Us) 

 

Philippians 2:12-13 “Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much 

more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you, both to will 

and to work for his good pleasure.” 

 

Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I 

live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 

Romans 12:1-2 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

Questions: 

1.  How do the requirements of holy living stated in Psalm 15 and 2 Peter 1:3-11 apply to you? 

 

 

2.  How is your understanding of God affected after studying Psalm 15 / Romans 1:18-32 / 2 Peter 1:3-11? 

 


