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Psalm 145 A Song of Praise. Of David. 

1 I will extol you, my God and King, 

    and bless your name forever and ever. 

2 Every day I will bless you 

    and praise your name forever and ever. 

3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 

    and his greatness is unsearchable. 

 

4 One generation shall commend your works to another, 

    and shall declare your mighty acts. 

5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty, 

    and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 

6 They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, 

    and I will declare your greatness. 

7 They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant 

goodness 

    and shall sing aloud of your righteousness. 

 

8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

9 The LORD is good to all, 

    and his mercy is over all that he has made. 

 

10 All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, 

    and all your saints shall bless you! 

11 They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom 

    and tell of your power, 

12 to make known to the children of man your mighty 

deeds, 

    and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

    and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

[The LORD is faithful in all his words 

 and kind in all his works.] * 

 

14 The LORD upholds all who are falling 

    and raises up all who are bowed down. 

15 The eyes of all look to you, 

    and you give them their food in due season. 

16 You open your hand; 

    you satisfy the desire of every living thing. 

17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways 

    and kind in all his works. 

18 The LORD is near to all who call on him, 

    to all who call on him in truth. 

19 He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; 

    he also hears their cry and saves them. 

20 The LORD preserves all who love him, 

    but all the wicked he will destroy. 

 

21 My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, 

    and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever. 

 
*Vs. 13: These two lines are supplied by one Hebrew manuscript, 

Septuagint, Syriac (compare Dead Sea Scroll) 

 

Outline of Psalm 145 

1-7      Praise God because He is Great 

8-9      Praise God because of His Grace 

10-13  Praise God because of His Glorious Kingdom 

14-20  Praise God because of His Goodness 

21       Praise God Forever 

 

Introducing Psalm 145 

-Psalm 145 is the introduction to the Final Hallel, Psalms 

145-150. 

-A Jewish rabbi once declared that reciting this psalm 

three times each day guarantees a person entry into the 

world to come based upon the promise of God’s grace in 

verse 16. Therefore, Psalm 145 occurs three times in the 

Jewish daily liturgy. 

-Psalm 145 represents the final psalm attributed to David 

and the last of the alphabetic (acrostic) psalms in which 

each verse begins with consecutive letters of the Hebrew 

alphabet. 

-The 14th letter (nun) is missing. Some ancient versions 

include a verse for it. Several English versions insert that 

verse from the ancient versions as the second half of verse 

13 (NIV, ESV, RSV, NRSV, HCSB). 

-The Lord’s Prayer echoes a number of Psalm 145’s 

themes. 

 

Notes for Psalm 145 

Vs. 1. “My God and King” The LORD’s sovereignty 

provides the initial reason for offering Him our praise. 

 

Vs. 2. “Every day . . . forever and ever” 

-Daily praise for all time defines biblical worship. 

-Compare 1 Thessalonians 5:17–18. 

 

Vs. 3. “Great . . . greatness” 

-The magnitude of God’s person and of His works 

determines the magnitude of His greatness. 

 

Vs. 4. “One generation . . . to another” 

Passing praise from one generation to another presents our 

only opportunity to perpetuate daily and continuous praise 

to God. 

What can we do to pass praise on to future generations? 

 

Vs. 5. “I will meditate” (Hebrew: śîyaḥ) (to talk out loud), 

This word is translated as “meditate in Psalms 77:3; 77:6; 

77:12; 105:2; 119:15, 23, 27, 48, 78, 148; 145:5 and is 

translated as “ponder” in Psalm 143:5. In Psalm 1:2, the 

word for meditate is the Hebrew hâg̱â (to murmur, mutter) 

Which is translated in the Psalms (in the ESV) as meditate 

in Psalms 1:2; 38:12; 63:6; and 143:5; as “plot” in Psalm 

2:1; as “tell” in Psalm 35:28; as “utters” in Psalm 37:30; 

as “talk” in Psalm 71:24; as “ponder” in Psalm 77:12 and 

as “sound” in Psalm 115:7. 
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Vs. 6. “They shall speak” and “I will declare” reveals the 

necessity of passing praise to the next generation. 

 

Vs. 7.  “pour forth” (KJV-abundantly utter; NASB-eagerly 

utter; NIV-celebrate; NKJV-shall utter; NLT-will share) 

The Hebrew verb nâḇa‘ depicts gushing speech, like water 

pouring forth from a spring. Their praise is spontaneous, 

abundant, and continuous. 

 

Vs. 8. Compare Exodus 34:6: The Lord passed before him 

and proclaimed, The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and 

gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love 

and faithfulness.  

This verse is often quoted in the O.T. It describes the 

character and works of the LORD and demonstrates its 

significance to the Old Testament believer’s faith as well 

as witnessing to Israel’s acceptance of the authority of the 

Book of Exodus long before the final establishment of the 

canon of Old Testament Scripture. 

 

Vs. 9. “good” and “mercy” are attributes of God that He 

shares with His image bearers (communicable attributes). 

 

Vs. 10. “And all Your saints (godly ones) shall bless You.”   

Vs.10 serves as a focal point of Psalm 145. It echoes the 

phraseology of verses 1 and 21, that bracket the psalm. 

1: “I…. will bless your name forever and ever” 

10: “All Your saints (godly ones) shall bless You”  

21: “let all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever”  

 

Vs. 11-13. “Your kingdom” This psalm opened with a 

reference to God as “the King” (v. 1). Verses 11–13 

repeatedly refer to His kingdom or dominion. The 

LORD’s kingdom, in these verses, refers to His universal 

and continuous reign over all creation. He never loses 

control over His creation. 

 

Vs.14–20. God the Provider 

These verses contain a series of actions characteristic of 

the LORD reveals how He exercises His supreme rulership 

in merciful and gracious deeds: 

1. God helps the inadequate (v. 14). 

2. God gives food to all His creatures (vv. 15–16). 

3. God answers those who pray (vv. 18–19). 

4. God protects those who are His people (v. 20). 
(Derek Kidner, Psalms 73–150, Inter-Varsity Press, 1975.) 

 

Vs. 21. Closing Commitment to Praise 

David returns to his own personal commitment (cp. vv. 1–

2, 5, 6). David returns to the same word for “praise” as in 

the psalm heading. David closes with a global and 

timeless declaration (see comment on v. 10). 

-Compare Psalm 150:6. 
(Above notes from Notes on Psalm 145 from Dr. William Barrick) 

16 Characteristics of God in Psalm 145 

He rules as King over all forever (1, 11-13). 

His greatness is unsearchable (3). 

He does mighty works (4-6). 

He is glorious in His majestic splendor (5). 

He is full of abundant goodness to all (7, 9). 

He is righteous in all His ways (7, 17). 

He is gracious and merciful (8). 

He is slow to anger and great in lovingkindness (8). 

He sustains all who fall and raises up all who are bowed   

     down (14). 

He gives food to the hungry (15-16). 

He is kind in all His deeds (17). 

He is near to all who call upon Him in truth (18). 

He fulfills the desire and saves those who fear Him (19). 

He keeps all who love Him (20). 

He will destroy all the wicked (20). 

His name is holy (21). 

 

16 Characteristics of God’s Faithful People: Psalm 145 

They extol God and bless His name continually (1-2). 

They are enthralled with His greatness (3). 

They tell the next generation about His mighty works (4). 

They meditate often on God’s glorious majesty and  

     wonderful works (5). 

They tell others about God’s greatness (6). 

They bubble over with God’s abundant goodness and His  

     righteousness (7). 

They are awed by His grace, love, goodness, and mercy  

     (8-9). 

They rejoice in the majesty of His kingdom (11-13). 

They are touched by His kindness to the needy (14-20). 

They look to God to meet their daily needs (15-16). 

They know God as both righteous and kind (17). 

They call upon the Lord in prayer (18). 

They both fear and love God (19-20). 

Their desires are satisfied in the Lord as their Savior and  

     keeper (19-20). 

They know that He will judge the wicked (20b). 

They determine to speak God’s praise and bless His holy   

    name forever (21). 
 

Above characteristics from Sermon on Psalm 145 by Steven J. Cole. 

Bible.org. 

 

Praying Psalm 145 

-Lord, teach me to give you praise as my King. [v. 1] 

-Lead me to find ways to praise you every day. [v. 2] 

-Help me model praise for my children and grand-

children. [v. 4] 

-Father, thank You for being gracious and merciful, slow 

to anger and steadfastly loyal. [v. 8] 

-O God, preserve me, for I love You. [v. 20] 
(Praying Psalm 145 from Dr. William Barrick) 

 


