
 

 

Psalm 132 

A Song of Ascents. 

1 Remember, O LORD, in David's favor, 

    all the hardships he endured, 
2 how he swore to the LORD 

    and vowed to the Mighty One of Jacob, 
3 “I will not enter my house 

    or get into my bed, 
4 I will not give sleep to my eyes 

    or slumber to my eyelids, 
5 until I find a place for the LORD, 

    a dwelling place for the Mighty One of Jacob.” 
6 Behold, we heard of it in Ephrathah; 

    we found it in the fields of Jaar. 
7 “Let us go to his dwelling place; 

    let us worship at his footstool!” 
8 Arise, O LORD, and go to your resting place, 

    you and the ark of your might. 
9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness, 

    and let your saints shout for joy. 
10 For the sake of your servant David, 

    do not turn away the face of your anointed one. 

 
11 The LORD swore to David a sure oath 

    from which he will not turn back: 

“One of the sons of your body 

    I will set on your throne. 
12 If your sons keep my covenant 

    and my testimonies that I shall teach them, 

their sons also forever 

    shall sit on your throne.” 
13 For the LORD has chosen Zion; 

    he has desired it for his dwelling place: 
14 “This is my resting place forever; 

    here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 
15 I will abundantly bless her provisions; 

    I will satisfy her poor with bread. 
16 Her priests I will clothe with salvation, 

    and her saints will shout for joy. 
17 There I will make a horn to sprout for David; 

    I have prepared a lamp for my anointed. 
18 His enemies I will clothe with shame, 

    but on him his crown will shine.” 

 

OUTLINE OF PSALM 132 

Verses. 1-10: David’s Oath to the LORD 

Verses 11:18: The LORD’s Oath to David 

 

Notes for Psalm 132 

Background: Psalm 132 is part of the Songs of Ascent 

(Psalms 120-134) which were sung by Jewish pilgrims on 

their way up to Jerusalem to celebrate three annual 

prescribed feasts: Exodus 23:14-17; Deut. 16:16-17. 

 

Three annual Prescribed Feasts: 

1.  Unleavened Bread: Deuteronomy 16:1-8 

2.  Weeks/Pentecost: Deuteronomy 16:9-12 

3.  Tabernacles: Deuteronomy 16:13-15 

 

The historical background for Psalm 132 verses 1-10 is 

likely the discovery and carrying of the ark of the 

covenant by David to Jerusalem: 2 Samuel chapter 6 and 1 

Chronicles chapters 13-16. The background for verses 11-

18, the LORD’s Covenant with David, 2 Samuel chapter 7. 

See also the story of the capture of the ark by the 

Philistines and its eventual return to the Israelites, 1 

Samuel chapters 4-7. 

 

Notes for Psalm 132 

Verses. 1-10: David’s Oath to the LORD 

 

Vs. 1 – the hardships of David: referring to David’s zeal to 

bring the ark to Jerusalem (vss. 1-10) and all of the work 

of collecting materials for the construction of the temple 

that Solomon would build. 1 Chronicles 22:14; 29:1-5. 

 

Vs. 2 – David’s vow: not specifically stated in 2 Samuel 

chapter 6 or 1 Chronicles but mentioned in Ps. 132:2-5 as 

the obligation David made to himself to make a place for 

the LORD to reside. 

 

-the Mighty One of Jacob: See Genesis 49:24 and its 

likely reference to Jacob’s vow, Genesis 28:18-22 

regarding God’s house. See vs. 5 and Isaiah 49:26; 60:16. 

 

 Verses. 2-5 – the vow of David: not to seek rest or sleep 

until he had found a place for the LORD to reside. 

 

Vs. 5 – dwelling place: (Hebrew: mišḵân) literally 

“tabernacle.” Stated in Acts 7:46 (Acts 7:44-50) 

 

1 Chronicles 13:3 “Then let us bring again the ark of our 

God to us, for we did not seek it in the days of Saul.” 

 

Vs. 6 - “we heard of it” According to 1 Chronicles 13:3, 

David acknowledged Israel’s failure to seek the presence 

of the Lord at the ark of the covenant. 

- “in Ephrathah, . . . in the field of Jaar” (thicket, woods) 

David was from Ephrathah (1 Sam 17:12). Rachel died 

there (Gen 35:19). See also Ruth 4:11 and Micah 5:2. 

 

Vs. 7 -“His dwelling place; . . . His footstool” The 

imagery depicts the Sovereign Lord’s relationship to the 

ark of the covenant — the location where He met with His 

people Israel. See 1 Chronicles 28:2-8; Psalm 99:5; 

Lamentations 2:1. Compare Isaiah 66:1.  

-dwelling place: (Hebrew: mišḵân) literally “tabernacle.” 

 



Psalm 132: Page 2 

 

Vs. 8 “Arise, O LORD” When the ark of the covenant set 

out from the Israelite camps in the wilderness, Moses 

recited this call (see Num 10:35). Compare Psalms 3:7; 

7:6; 9:19; 10:12; 17:13. 

-Verses. 8–10 Quoted in 2 Chronicles 6:41–42 

-Since Solomon apparently cites Psalm 132, this 

demonstrates the early date of the psalm and that its 

author had to be either David or Solomon. Because of 

verse 10, Solomon is the most likely author. 

 

-your resting place: David desires to provide a permanent 

location for the ark of the covenant. See verses 5 and 14. 

See 1 Chronicles 28:2. See also the Reference to Messiah: 

Isaiah 11:10 and 66:1. 

 

Verses. 9 and 16 are a refrain (chorus) to this song. 

-For the figure of being clothed with righteousness or 

salvation, see Job 29:14; Isaiah 61:10; and Revelation 

19:8. 

 

Psalm 98:2: The LORD has made known his salvation; he 

has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 

-There is no mention of the priests in 2 Samuel 6’s 

account of the moving of the ark of the covenant but see 1 

Chronicles 15:11-15. 

-saints (Godly ones) is phraseology peculiar to the Psalms. 

These are the people who faithfully keep God’s covenants 

with them. 

-For the godly shouting/singing with joy, see Psalm 149:5. 

 

Vs. 10: For the sake of your servant David: Solomon is 

petitioning God, not on his merits but because of God’s 

special relationship with and love for David.  

-do not turn away the face of your anointed one: The NIV 

has “do not reject your anointed one.”  Solomon is 

referring to himself as God’s anointed king. 

 

Vs. 11 “The LORD swore to David a sure oath.” 

-The first half of the psalm began with “Remember, O 

LORD, in David’s favor” (on David's behalf) (v. 1). 

- David had made an oath in verse 2. 

- The LORD makes an oath in verses 11–12. 

- 2 Samuel 7:4–17 records the original statement of the 

LORD’s oath. 

- Peter cited Psalm 132:11 in Acts 2:30. 

-One of the sons of your body I will set on your throne: 

The promise to the lineage of David 

 

Vs. 12 “If your sons keep my covenant and my 

testimonies” Although the Davidic Covenant is considered 

unilateral (unconditional) it was conditional for each  

 

descendant of David who was set on his throne. David’s 

descendants failed to be faithful to God and God removed 

them from the throne and His people from the land. God 

kept His covenant with David by sending His beloved Son 

to be the One to permanently sit on David’s throne for He 

was the only One who could righteously keep His 

covenant and testimonies.  

 

Verses 13–18 Prayer and Its Answer 

The prayer of verses 8–9 corresponds to the contents of 

these verses. Interestingly, each corresponding answer 

exceeds in some way the preceding petitions. These verses 

describe a kingdom greater than the historical Davidic 

kingdom. Messiah’s kingdom fulfills the Davidic pattern. 

 

Vs 13 “For the LORD has chosen Zion” 

Vs. 14 “This is my resting place forever.” 

David’s selection of Zion for the residence of the ark of 

the covenant reflected God’s choice of Zion. 

 

Verses 15–16 See Isaiah 61:8–11. 

 

Vs 15 “I will abundantly bless,” could also be translated, 

“I will certainly bless.” 

 

Vs. 16 Compare with verse 9. Note the differences: 

-vs. 9 “Your” (God’s); vs. 16 “her” (Zion’s) 

-vs. 9 “righteousness”; vs. 16 “salvation” 

-vs. 9 “shout for joy”; vs. 16 “shout for joy” 

KJV: vs. 9 “shout for joy,” vs. 16 “shout aloud for joy” 

NIV: vs. 9 “sing for joy,” vs. 16 “ever sing for joy” 

NKJV vs. 9 “shout for joy,” vs 16 “Shout aloud for joy” 

 

Verses. 17-18 “horn . . . lamp . . . crown” 

-These three items indicate strength, clarity or life and 

royalty.  

Horn: 1 Samuel 2:1;10; Ps. 18:2; 148:13-14; Luke 1:69 

Lamp: 2 Sam 21:17; 1 Kgs 11:36; 15:4; 2 Kgs 8:19. 

Crown: -the high priest’s crown. Exodus 29:6; 39:30.  

-Saul’s crown: 2 Samuel 1:10. 

-Jehoash’s crown: 2 Kings 11:12. 

-The Davidic king’s crown: Psalm 89:39. 

See also Isaiah 28:5; Zechariah 9:16; Rev. 19:11-16 

 

The Messiah will be both King and Priest: Zech 6:12–14. 

    -Ruler over His kingdom: Isaiah 9:6-7; 16:5; 32:1 

    -Priest: Hebrews 3:1; 4:14-16; 6:20; 7:1-8:13; 10:11-14 

 

Ps. 132 begins with affliction and David’s determination.   

             and ends with success and glory. 

 

 


