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A Psalm of David 

1 The LORD says to my Lord: 

     Sit at my right hand, 

     until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
2 The LORD sends forth from Zion 

    your mighty scepter. 

    Rule in the midst of your enemies! 
3 Your people will offer themselves freely 

    on the day of your power,  

    in holy garments;  

from the womb of the morning, 

    the dew of your youth will be yours. 
  

4 The LORD has sworn 

    and will not change his mind, 

“You are a priest forever 

    after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 
5 The Lord is at your right hand; 

  He will shatter kings on the day of his wrath. 
6 He will execute judgment among the nations, 

                                 filling them with corpses; 

  He will shatter chiefs over the wide earth. 
7 He will drink from the brook by the way; therefore 

  He will lift up his head. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

LORD (YHWH): (covenant God) 1, 2, 4. 

Lord (Adonai): (Sovereign Ruler, Master) 1, 5. 

   Your: 1, 2 (2x), 3 (4x); 4; He: 5, 6 (2x), 7 (2x). 

 

Outline of Psalm 110 

Messiah is the Exalted King Vs. 1-3 

Messiah is the Eternal High Priest Vs. 4 

Messiah is the Executing Judge Vs. 5-7 

 

Psalm 110 Quoted in the New Testament 

Vs. 1: Matt. 22:41-46; 26:64; Mark 12:35-37; 14:62; 

Luke 20:41-44; 22:69; Acts 2:34-35; Hebrews 1:13.  

Vs. 4: Hebrews 5:6; 6:20; 7:17, 21; 10:13 

 

MESSIAH IS THE EXALTED KING Vs. 1-3 

Vs. 1: -The LORD says to my Lord 

The Father speaks to the Son (Messiah, Jesus Christ). 

 

Matthew 22:41-46 

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 

asked them a question, 42 saying, “What do you think 

about the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, 

“The son of David.” 43 He said to them, “How is it then 

that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, 44 The 

Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right hand until I put your 

enemies under your feet? 

 

45 If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?” 46 

And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that 

day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 

(Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44; Acts 2:34-35; Heb.1:13). 

 

The most important question:  

What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son is he? 

The Pharisees could only respond that Christ was the son 

of David, but they could not acknowledge that Christ was 

the Son of God and David’s Lord. They could not respond 

in faith by accepting the Messiah as their Lord 

 

Jesus was quoting from Psalm 110:1 stating that these 

words were from David who was “in the Spirit” meaning 

that David was inspired by God to write this Psalm. 

The trinity in Matt. 22:43-44. See also Acts 2:32-35 

 

Father and Son together in the O.T.: Gen. 3:5; 2 Samuel 

7:14; Psalm 2:7, 11-12; 110:1; Prov. 30:4; Isaiah 7:14; 

9:6-7; Hosea 11:1; Micah 5:1-3. 

 

-sit at my right hand: a place of authority. 
Jesus is seated at God’s right hand: Matt. 26:64; Mark 14:62; 

16:19; Luke 22:69; Acts 2:33-34; 5:31; Eph. 1:20; Col. 3:1; 

Hebrews 1:3, 13; 8:1; 10:12; 12:2; 1 Peter 3:22. 

-Christ interceding at God’s right hand: Romans 8:34. 

(Once Christ was Standing at God’s right hand: Acts 7:56) 

 

The scriptures have much to say about the “right hand” of God: 

it signifies: (a few selected items only) 

-God’s power: Exodus 15:6, 12 

-God’s salvation: Psalm 20:6; 60:5; 98:1; 108:6 

-God’s righteousness: Psalm 48:10 

-God’s sustaining work: Psalm 63:8; Isaiah 41:10 

-God’s destroying power: Psalm 74:11 

-God’s victory: Psalm 78:54 

-God’s valiant works: Psalm 118:15-16 

-God’s deliverance: Psalm 138:7 

-God’s creation of the heavens: Isaiah 48:13 

-God’s judgment: Habakkuk 2:16 

 
Christ sitting at God’s right hand signifies: 

-Christ is greater than David: Acts 2:34 

-Christ is greater than the angels: Hebrew 1:13 

-Christ is both Saviour and Intercessor: Acts 5:31; Rom 8:34 

-Christ’s work at His first advent was complete: Heb. 10:11-12 

 

God the Father exalted Jesus to sit at His right hand when 

Jesus ascended into heaven. 

Vs. 1: -until I make your enemies your footstool: 

Hebrews 10:13. Compare: 1 Cor. 15:25-26 

At the time the Father determines, Christ will return to 

earth to destroy His enemies and set up His kingdom. 

Zechariah 14:3-21; Micah 1:2-4; Rev. 19:11-20:1-6. 
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Vs. 2: The LORD sends forth from Zion, your mighty 

scepter, rule in the midst of your enemies.  

-From Zion: Psalm 2:6; 132:13-18; Isaiah 24:23; 59:20 

-your mighty scepter: Gen. 49:10, Psalm 2:9; Rev. 19:15 

-in midst of enemies: on earth, (no enemies in heaven) 

 During Christ’s millennial reign. Isa. 9:6-7; Zech. 14:9 

 

Vs. 3: Your people will offer themselves freely. When 

Christ returns the redeemed will be willing to give their 

lives as a sacrifice standing with Him to fight His enemies 

See Obadiah vs. 17-21 (Romans 12:1-2) 

-in holy garments: (in the splendour of holiness) 

They will serve their Messiah in holiness Ps. 29:2; 96:9 

-womb of the morning/like the dew of your youth. 

Dew is abundant, so numerous youth of the redeemed will 

serve the Messiah. 

(This could also mean the Messiah who always keeps His 

strength and glory) 

 

Vs. 4: The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind 

The oath of God is to be taken extremely seriously. 

-You are a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek 

 
Melchizedek is mentioned only in Genesis 14:18-20, here in 

Psalm 110:4, and in Hebrews (5:6, 10; 6:20; 7:1, 10, 11, 15, 17, 

21). His name in Hebrew means “king of righteousness.” He 

was the king of Salem (“peace,” Jerusalem). In Genesis, he 

seems to come out of nowhere, he refreshes Abraham with 

bread and wine after Abraham returns from battle, he blesses 

him, and receives a tithe of Abraham’s spoils. He is called a 

priest of God Most High. A priest acts as a mediator between 

God and man. Melchizedek stood between God and Abraham to 

confer God’s blessing on Abraham, and to receive the tithes 

from Abraham to present to God. 

 

Hebrews 7 explains that Melchizedek served as a type of Christ. 

The author to the Hebrews was writing to second-generation 

Jewish Christians who were facing persecution (10:32-36) and 

were tempted to give up on Christianity and go back to Judaism. 

The author wants to convince them of the superiority of Jesus 

Christ over the Jewish system. 

 

To summarize Hebrews 7, he brings in Melchizedek to show 

that Christ, as a priest after the order of Melchizedek, is superior 

to the Levitical priesthood. He is superior in that, unlike Jewish 

kings who couldn’t act as priests and priests who couldn’t be 

king, Jesus is both priest and king (v. 2). Jesus is superior 

because He is an eternal priest (vv. 3, 17, 21, 24) who offers a 

better covenant through which we may draw near to God (vv. 

22, 25). Jesus is superior in that He didn’t need to offer daily 

sacrifices for His own sin before He offered sacrifices for the 

people, as the Levitical priests did (v. 27). The bottom line is, 

Jesus “is able to save forever those who draw near to God 

through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for 

them” (v. 25). (from: Steven J. Cole, Psalm 110. Bible. Org) 

 

The prophecy of a Priest-King in the O.T.: 

Zechariah 6:9-15 

9 And the word of the LORD came to me: 10 “Take from 

the exiles Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah, who have arrived 

from Babylon, and go the same day to the house of Josiah, 

the son of Zephaniah. 11 Take from them silver and gold, 

and make a crown, and set it on the head of Joshua, the 

son of Jehozadak, the high priest. 12 And say to him, 

‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, “Behold, the man whose 

name is the Branch: for he shall branch out from his 

place, and he shall build the temple of the LORD. 13 It is 

he who shall build the temple of the LORD and shall bear 

royal honor, and shall sit and rule on his throne. And there 

shall be a priest on his throne, and the counsel of peace 

shall be between them both.”’ 14 And the crown shall be 

in the temple of the LORD as a reminder to Helem, 

Tobijah, Jedaiah, and Hen the son of Zephaniah. 

 

15 And those who are far off shall come and help to build 

the temple of the LORD. And you shall know that the LORD 

of hosts has sent me to you. And this shall come to pass, if 

you will diligently obey the voice of the LORD your God. 

 

Vs. 5: The Messiah as Warrior 

 -The Lord is at your right hand. He will shatter kings on 

the day his wrath. In this instance, the Lord will be at the 

right hand of the Messiah as He returns to earth as a 

victorious warrior. Isa. 63:1-6; Zech. ch. 14. 

-day of his wrath: the day of the Lord. Joel 2:1-13; 3:14. 

Revelation 6:16-17; 14:19; 19:15. (Isa. 63:2-3) winepress 

 

Vs. 6: The Messiah as Judge 

-He will execute judgment among the nations. 

See Psalm 50:1-6. Joel 3:1-2. 

 

Vs. 7: -He will drink of the brook by the way. 

Messiah ‘s troops will be refreshed during battle. 

-From Judah: Isaiah 41:11-16; Micah 4:11-13. 

-Believers: see vs. 3 above. 

 

-He will lift up his head. The Messiah’s victory will be 

comprehensive and complete.  

 

3 lessons from Psalm 110: 

1.Since Jesus is King, we should submit to Him willingly. 

Isaiah 45:22-23. 

 

2.Since Jesus is our High Priest, we should gladly and 

boldly partake of His mediation.  Heb. 4:14-16. 

 

3. Since Jesus is Judge we should live reverently before 

Him. Heb. 12:29 Our God is a consuming fire. 

 

 


